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January 25, 2012 

 

TO:  Mr. Reilly Pittman, City of Bellevue/Land Use Development 

FROM:  Dan Groves, Sander Groves Landscaping, Inc. 

RE:  NARRATIVE FOR CRITICAL AREA BUFER MITIGATION, Scott Residence Fire Pit & Seat Wall 

PROJECT:  Scott Residence, 407 Detwiller Ln – Fire Pit and Seating Wall  

 

The attached Land Use Approval application pertains to the project at 407 Detwiller Ln where a 

significant shoring wall and planting restoration project was completed toward the end of 2011  

(11-119016-LO and 11-119018-BR).  A follow-up revision was approved on 12.13.11 for installation of a 

south end block wall extension and relocation of a few Japanese Maples at the north end (119018-BR 

Revs 1&2), both items also now completed.    

Bruce Blyton with Associated Earth Sciences (AES) has communicated with you about the proposal to 

install a low seating wall and fire pit feature within the 50’ critical area buffer atop the new shoring wall.   

AES provided the initial geotech reports for the shoring wall project, and per the City’s recommendation 

and Critical Areas Ordinance,  AES has developed a new report with their findings pertaining to 

installation of the proposed feature.   This is included in this current LO permit submittal, as is a Site Plan 

showing proximity to the completed shoring wall & upland landscape. 

The enormous construction impact of the shoring wall resulted in some grading challenges in meeting 

numerous fixed elevations and restoring level lawn/play areas.  It became evident that adding a low 

retaining wall, unavoidably within the buffer, would best achieve this.   This evolved into Owner Phil 

Scott’s desire to add the fire pit with minimal patio surround, and limit the proposed wall height to 18” 

for “seating” purposes, oriented for view capture.   One 30” ht. anchor column is included for a step 

transition.   Construction details of the elements are included on the Site Plan. 

While heavy equipment was on site, a “cut” for the wall was executed before machine access was 

dismantled.   Immediately thereafter, all work ceased when we were notified to do so by Clear & Grade 

Inspector Aaron Roden.  No work has progressed since and the area is currently sheathed in plastic with 

a temporary catch basin and pipe discharge into the drain rock/Type 17 backfill behind completed 

shoring wall.   

Our request here is for a Critical Area modification or “buffer reduction” to 10’ only in the area 

designated for the proposed feature.  AES’s report dated 1.25.12 explains this in detail.  As mitigation, 

we are proposing a Planting Mitigation Plan involving removal of a lawn patch at far north end of 

property and adjacent invasive vegetation clearing  and replanting of natives (beyond the clearing & 

planting restoration completed per 11-119016-LO).  This Planting Mitigation Plan reflects an 

approximate 2,100 SF re-planting area to mitigate the approx 375sf area impacted by the proposed wall 

& firepit feature.   Also included is an extension of an arborvitae hedge along this recently surveyed 

north property boundary. 

 

Daniel Groves (agent for Phil Scott) 

Cell: 425.766.3165 












